By EARL GOLZ 

Pfesltlent John F. Kennedy’s body was physi- 
Mlly altered within hours after his assassination to 
influence military autopsy doctors into thinking 
^1 the bullets that hit Kennedy came from behind 
him, a book to be released next week says. , ^ 

Author David S. Lifton. interviewed former per- ^ 
sonnel at Bethesda Naval Hospital who said the i 
body arrived at the back door in aplain metal ship- ' 
ping coffin carried by plainclothesmen shortly be- 
fore a ceremonial coffin from Dallas, thought to 
contain Kennedy’s body, was accompanied by 
Jackie Kennedy through the Maryland hospital’s 
front door. - j 

. One witness told Lifton he saw the shipping cof- 
fin arrive in an unmarked black hearse. Another 
said he thought it was by helicopter. They and 
other former personnel said they were ordered not 
to talk about anything they saw that night at the 
hospital under threat of court-martial. 

The 747-page book. Best Evidence, has been 
shrouded in secrecy by Macmillan Publishing Co., 
Inc., pending its release Tuesday during a press 
conference in Washington, D.C. But some of the 
75,000 copies printed inadvertently were placed on 
the shelves of a Downtown DaUas bookstore earlier 
this week. 

Lifton wrote that the “camouflage of body al- 
teration disguised a political murder as a historical 
accident ... by a lone malcontent” named Lee 
Harvey Oswald. He said it was a “plot involving the 
executive branch of the government to remove 
Kennedy from office.” 

It would hardly be possible to implement the 
modus operand! described here without the in- 
volvement of some Secret Service personnel,” he 
wrote. “And that is just the beginning. Others had 
to be involved.” ’ I 

Lifton, 40. a computer engineer by trade, began 
his ^sassination re^arch in earnest in 1965 after 
reading a report by FBI agents who said the body 
on the autopsy table at Bethesda arrived with evi- 
dence of “surgery of the head area, namely, in the 
top of the skull.” 

■ Doctors at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas 
more than eight hours earlier had operated only 
on Kennedy's throat, Lifton wrote, and ‘‘no one had 
touched the president’s head — certainly not with 
a surgical Instrument.” ■ 

“If someone had altered the head, the configura- 
tion of the lyotinds at Dallas was not the same as at j 
Bethesda," Lifton says in the book. “The head was! 
thrust backward (according to a movie film taken! 
by Abraham Zapruder) by the impact of a bullet 
from the front, yet the autopsy performed at 
Bethesda showed an impact from behind.” 

After reading to a neurosurgeon the autopsy 
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doctor’s description of damage to Kennedy’s brain, 
Lifton was told he was not describing a gunshot 
Injury but probably the result of a brain being “sec- 
tioned by a physician. “How could a bullet create 
ttat kind of damage?” the neurosurgeon asked in 
disbelieL ,, ^ /v ^ 

Ufton had befriended former Warren rmrimic . 
Sion counsel J. Wesley Liebeler , in 1965 and 
Liebeler, then a law professor at UCLA, proclaimed 
he had “found new evidence” after Lifton coupled 
report of head surgery with the explana- 
it had been done to remove an Incrlmlnat- 
|ing;hullet,-:^ not Oswald’s^ from ithe president’s 
ptead. , 

p Years of research by Lifton convinced him that 
S^ the body had been altered somewhere between Dal- 
|:ias a^d Bethesda, probably at Walter Reed Army 
|:Hospital near Bethesda immediately after Air 
|;?otce One had landed at Andrews Air Force Base. 

' conspirators would have had about 45 minutes 
|.to secretly move the body from Andrews to Walter 
|Reed, make the alterations and: get it into the 
I'Bethesda morgue to switch it from the shipping 
f^sket to the ceremonial coffin, the author wrote. 

I'; When; the autopsy began in the morgue later, 
f large pieces of bone fell to thej autopsy table as 
tCommander James J. Humes, thie Navy physician 
r. who performed the autopsy, touched the presi- 
dents head. Lifton said he couljd not understand 
why pieces of the skull should dijloidge ln Bethesda 
Pif they were not shaken loose by more than 20 min- 
I utes of futile life-saving activity at Parkland, 
i:’ Most of the Bethesda witnesses interviewed by 




j: Lifton described a rear exit bullet wound in the 
• back of the head that “resembled” the description 
^.of doctors at Parkland, except that they saw a hole 

- much larger than the egg-sized hole seen at Dallas. 

- In addition to the -head, Lifton said he found evi- 
,,dence of alterations on the president’s throat and 

oacjc. . ‘ • 

S Parkland doctors said they considered a front 
' on Kennedy resulted from the entryof 

- a bpllet, but the Bethesda autopsy report described 

as an exit wound from a shot that struck Ken- 
|„nedy in the back. None of the Parkland doctors said 
^^they saw a back wound, but their view of Kennedy 
|fWas as he lay on his back. ■/ 

footers made a tracheotomy incision 
.^through the neck wound . to ease the president’s 






size of the hole. Most of 
the Parkland doctors questioned by Lifton said the 
neck hole they left was only about half the size of 
what It was when the body later arrived at 
oetii6saa. 

Lifton said the enlarged neck wound and a lune 

^ the froni 

had lodged there and been removed” durine the 
body alterations. , 

He ^so noted that the Secret Service took posses- 

table 

at Bethesda as the sheets around the corpse were 
taken away. The Warren Report refers to only one 
almost intact slug recovered after the assassination 
and that supposedly fell from a stretcher in Park- 

idUu. . . ! ' 

Navy Petty Officer'Dennis David, on the day of 
the a^assination chief of the day for the medical 
school at Bethesda, told Lifton in 1979 how he 
called several sailors to help unload the plain 
Msket from a black Cadillac hearse at the back 
door of the hospital. David said the second casket 
the ceremonial one from Dallas, arrived later in a 

Navy ambulance with no body in it. 

Lifton figured that Uie Dallas coffin later 
t * *?™"S** of the hospital was 

where the body was switched 
trom the Mack hearse casket into it. 

Paul IC O’Connor, who helped prepare the body 
for autopsy, said it was wrapped in a “body bag" 
when the plain shipping casket was opened The 
body had been wrapped in sheets when it was 
placed in the $4,000 bronze coffin at Parkland 
O Connor described the casket he saw arrive at 
Bethesda as “nothing but a cheap casket . noth- 
ing fancy. It’s just a.tin box.” 

™When Bethesda X-ray technician Jerrol P 
Custer carried X-ray film'of the body to the devel- 
opmg room he passed Jackie Kennedy arriving 
ttrough the hospital front door with the Dallas col 
bringing the body of her 

husband into the hospital, Lifton wrote. = i 

asked^*^ already taken any X-rays?” Ufton 

. „ “Oh, definitely.” Custer said. “This was even the 
second or third trip.” , . , was even tne 

Assassinations Committee, which 
concluded the assassination probably resulted 
craspiracy. said in its final report in 1979 
that the FBI agents’ report referred to surgery of 




thG president’s heed eres when no surgery "was 
known to have been performed there.” 

“The theory also exists that both Parkland and 
the autopsy personnel are correct in tieir observa- 
tions and that the autopsy photographs and X-rays 
accurately, reflect the observations of the autopsy 
personnel,” the committee report said. 

“This could have occurred if someone had al- 
tered the body while in transit from Parkland Me- 
morial Hospital to Bethesda Naval Hospital. But 
this possibility is highly unlikely or even impossi- 
ble. Secret Service agents maintained constant vi- 
gil over the body from Parkland to Bethesda and 
stated no one alter(ed) the body. Second, if altera- 
tions did occur, it seems likely that the people pres- 



ent at the autopsy would have 'noticed them; in 
which case they are now lying about their obse^a- 
tions . . . this does not appear likely.” ’ 

Lifton said he did not believe that any of the 
three autopsy surgeons or other autopsy personnel 
was involved in a plot to murder the president or to 
alter the body. ' 

“It is entirely possible that any number of peo- 
ple thought they were acting honorably and in line: 
of duty in not disclosing that the body was altered,”; 
he wrote. “But the fact remains that the body was 
altered, and that it did not make an uninterrupted 
journey from Dallas to Bethesda, and this should 
be the logical starting point for any further investi- 
gation.” 




